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OPEN 
 October 1, 2020 through May 31, 2021 

Wednesdays and  Thursdays 
1:00 to 4:30 p.m. 

Fridays 10:00 a.m. to 4:30 pm 
Second Saturdays and Sundays of the 

month: 
1:00 pm—4:30 pm  
Closed Holidays 

480-488-2764 
 

 
 

ADMISSION 
        Adults                     $7 

Seniors                   $5 

Students                 $5 

  Children under 12   Free 

 

Non Profit Org. 
U.S. Postage 

 PAID 
Cave Creek, AZ 85331 

Permit No. 7 

Cave Creek Museum, Inc. 

6140 E Skyline Drive 

PO Box 1, Cave Creek, AZ 85327 

Don’t miss our outdoor exhibits:        

 ranch tools, stamp mill, gold    

panning display, mining arrastre,  

historic church, and tubercular 

cabin! 

Make History!  Become a Member of the Cave Creek Museum 
 

All memberships include a ten percent discount in the Museum Store, free entry to the  
Museum with membership card, and monthly newsletters. For membership, volunteer opportunities  
or other Museum information, call 4 8 0 - 4 8 8 - 2 7 6 4  or  Email:  info@c a v e c r e e k m u s e u m . c o m  

   Visit the Museum Website at: www.cavecreekmuseum.org 

 

Copyright  Cave Creek Museum Nuggets  2021 

6140 Skyline Drive        Cave Creek, Arizona 

W H O ’S  O N  B OA R D  
Contact any of the following Board Directors with your comments and ideas to make the Museum even better! 

      
     President 

      Vince D’Aliesio 
           vincedcarefree@gmail.com 

 

  Vice President 
  Vacant 

                
Treasurer  

 Bill Oelman 
  woelman@yahoo.com 

   

         

Secretary 

Reg Monachino 
rmonachino@mindspring.com  

 

Board Member 

Frank Tyrol 
ftyrol@tyrolinsurance.com 

 

Board Member  
Chris Williams  

christinewilliams@me.com 

 
 

Board Member  

  Tom Cross  
tbbcross@cox.net 

Suzanne Johnson, Interim Executive Director, Remington Pettus, Museum Program Coordinator 

The Mission of the Cave Creek Museum is to preserve and interpret the natural resources and cultural heritage of the 
Northern Sonoran Desert  
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March 2021  

Events 

March 6th -  Carefree   
Honors Gerry Jones  
10:00 am 
World-renowned             
architectural designer,   
Gerry Jones, will be       
honored with a plaque in 
Carefree’s Sun Dial Circle 
in a commemorative       
ceremony.  
 
March 13th -  
Stamp Mill Demonstration  
1:30 pm                         

March 14th – Kiwanis   
Family Sundays: CCM  
Celebrates Archaeology 
Month!  
2:00- 4:00 pm 
Cave Creek Museum             
celebrates archaeology 
month. Learn about the 
unique archaeology of the 
Southwest and take home 
a coloring page to craft 
your own pottery. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Sources: 

The National Park Service  

March is Archaeology   
Month in Arizona 
By: Kathy Pedrick, Cave Creek Museum                                                                  
Collections Chair and Archaeologist 
 
Arizona has celebrated Archaeology Month in March 
each year since the 1980’s. Archaeology Month         
celebrates the rich history in our state and offers      
opportunities for the public to learn, explore and discover.  Pictured: Montezuma’s Castle,  Archaeological                                                                                             
                                                                                                                                                                                       Conservancy                                                                                                                                              
The Covid-19 pandemic this year has altered many of the activities normally offered, but there is 
still much to enjoy. 
Archaeology, both prehistoric and historic, is the study of human activity through the recovery and 
analysis of material culture. Considered a branch of Anthropology, archaeological study entails a 
multi-disciplinary approach, including the study of artifacts, architecture, botany, fauna, geology, 
and cultural landscapes. Archaeological techniques include survey of the landscape to identify site 
locations, excavation, and analysis of the data collected. Results are reported in both published 
and unpublished reports documenting the findings and conclusions. Prehistoric site types can   
include large and small villages, field camps, caves and rock shelters, rock art, and in the            
Hohokam area, canals to manage and move water to villages and agricultural fields. Historic    
archaeological sites may include occupation sites, town sites, transportation routes, and even  
outhouses! 
The first written account of an archaeological site in Arizona was provided by Padre Eusebio  
Francisco Kino in 1694. He documented a visit to the Casa Grande ruins near Coolidge. These 
ruins eventually became the first Prehistoric and Cultural Reserve established in the United States 
in 1892 and were re-designated a national monument in 1918.   
The Desert Foothills area is rich in archaeological sites, as is much of Arizona. You can begin your 
journey of discovery at the Cave Creek Museum. We have wonderful, informative displays         
researched and prepared by volunteers who were also members of the Arizona Archaeological 
Society. Exhibits include artifacts and information from  excavations undertaken in the Cave Creek 
area. Arizona has many archaeological sites to visit! 
 

 Hohokam sites on the Spur Cross Ranch Conservation Area  

 Sears Kay Ruin on the Tonto National Forest. 

 Desert Foothills Chapter of the Arizona Archaeological Society (azarchsoc.org)  

 Become an Arizona Site Steward (Azstateparks.com).  

 Pueblo Grande Museum  Archaeological Park (Phoenix.gov)  

 Deer Valley Petroglyph Preserve (Shesc.asu.edu/dvpp) 

 Tuzigoot Pueblo and Montezuma Castle in the Verde Valley area. (Nps.org).  

 Tonto National Monument. (Nps.gov).  
 
Take only photos. Leave only footsteps. Cultural artifacts and sites are protected by the Archaeo-
logical Resources Protection Act.  Damage to sites and the removal of artifacts can destroy the 
valuable information they contain. Enjoy your visit and remember to leave the sites as you found 
them. 
 

 
 



 

M A R C H  2 0 2 1 
2 

Historic Highlights: Iconic       
Architecture in Cave Creek  
By: Kraig Nelson,  
Cave Creek Museum Historian 
         
Pictured: The Dome 
House               
 
Approximately 
one tenth of a 
mile north of 
Stagecoach       
Village is one of 
the most architecturally unusual homes in Cave Creek or 
Carefree which was completed in 1950. The distinctive and 
famous  home is called the “Dome House,” incorporating a 
geodesic dome. The design was  influenced by an individual 
who spent time at the Frank Lloyd Wright School of             
Architecture in Scottsdale. The custom-built residence was 
exalted in a prestigious publication called  Architectural      
Forum. Are you able to guess who the architect was? Gerry 
Jones would be an excellent guess. Not only did Mr. Jones 
design the first home in Carefree and scores of homes later, 
he also wrote the design guidelines for Carefree as well. As of 
2021, and in his nineties, he is still designing homes from his 
Black Mountain home and studio. And yes, Gerry Jones spent  
seventeen years as a teacher (Fellow) at Taliesin West.  
So, for those of you who guessed Gerry Jones,                   
congratulations on such an astute guess. Unfortunately, you 
are incorrect. The architects include Paolo Soleri (known for 
Cosanti in Scottsdale and  Arcosanti about seventy miles 
north of Phoenix) and Mark Mills (eventually a noted Carmel, 
California architect), both students of Frank Lloyd Wright at 
Taliesin West in Scottsdale. The home was designed, at the 
request of the owner, so one could lie in bed at night and    
enjoy the dark sky, replete with shimmering stars and meteors 
blasting through the heavens. The travels of the Moon and 
Planets provided seasoning to the nightly heavenly buffet. The 
glass dome encapsulates the only bedroom, with the bed in 
the center of the room, maximizing somnolent  viewing.                                                                                 
The compensation for Paolo Soleri and Mark Mills was      
minimal. They were able to keep the new tools used for     
construction which were purchased by the owner, about three 
hundred dollars (approximately $3,300 in 2021 dollars), and 
all meals were provided because the architects lived on the 
property during construction. This compensation is              
surprisingly low considering both Soleri and Mills were        
well-educated. Mr. Mills, from Jerome, Arizona, spent four 
years with Mr. Wright at Taliesin West; however, he had 
earned a Bachelor of Science degree in Architectural         
Engineering from the University of Colorado prior to attending 
the Frank Lloyd Wright School of Architecture.  Mr. Soleri only 
spent one year with Mr. Wright; however, he had earned his 
Doctorate in Architecture from Turin Polytechnic in Italy before 
coming to America in 1947 and studying with Mr. Wright. 

The Dome House is well 
sequestered in that the 
street providing access 
accommodates other 
homes initially; eventually 
after traversing a desert 
arroyo, the distinctive 
glass dome appears. With 
discovery of this          
anomalous building one is 
immediately aware of 
something very special in 
the Cave Creek desert. 
This column will not       
divulge the address or      
precise directions to    
maintain privacy for the 
current gracious owners, Jeff        Pictured: Paolo Soleri                                                    

and Liesl (last name withheld),                                                                                  
who purchased this unique home in                                             
2018 from Paolo Soleri’s daughter, Daniela.                                                                                               
So, who was the person who wanted to lie in bed and observe      
heavenly bodies? This iconoclastic person was a divorced    
socialite from Philadelphia. Her name was Nora (Lenora) 
Woods. Her sister was Carolyn Cox who with her husband, J. 
Raffles Cox, owned the Black Mountain Inn in the 1950s.     
Today, the Black Mountain Inn is known as Oregano’s Pizza 
Bistro. Nora lived in the Dome House until 1984. Dr. Soleri 
married Nora’s daughter also named Carolyn but was known 
to the world as Colly. She passed away in 1982 and Paolo 
passed in 2013 at the age of 93. Both are buried at Arcosanti. 
If you would like to see the Dome House, a model may be 
found in New York City in the permanent collections of the 
Museum of Modern Art  and Cave Creek Museum. 

                                             
Pictured: A couple   

observing the Dome 
House’s most prominent 

feature, the dome to 
view the stars and 
heavenly bodies at 

night.  

 

                                                                                                 
Image Sources:                                                                        

Ed Mortimer. “Paolo Soleri’s Arcosanti: The City in the         
Image of Man”. WordPress, 2011.                                                                                                       

Wendell Burnette and Karissa Rosenfield.                           
“The Dome in the Desert by Wendell Burnette”.                    

Architect Daily, 1989. 
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Enjoy Culture Pass!  
 

Enjoy free admissions to such venues as the Heard  

Museum, Phoenix Art Museum and, of course, the Cave 

Creek Museum! Passes, good for seven days for two people, 

are available at local public libraries, including the  

Desert Foothills Library. 
 

To see a full listing of FREE attractions and more, visit: 

www.theculturepass.org.  
 

    
Thanks to the sponsors, including the 

Virginia G. Piper Charitable 

Trust and Macy’s, for promoting 

the program. 

      
 
 

    DISPOSAL 

   480-515-4300 

                Fast & Reliable Service 
                          fax: 480-515-1816 

www.wilhelmautomotive.com 
29233 N Cave Creek Rd,  
Cave Creek AZ  85331 

 (480) 342-7100 
 

Ernie Flores, Manager, ASE Certified Technician 
eflores@wilhelmautomotive.com 

 

602-264-1912 

 
 
 
 
 
 

1(602)-250-4600 
http://www.aps.com 
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Thanks to Our  

Business  
Partners 

 

 

APS — Arizona Public Service 

Area Disposal,  480-515-4300 

Arizona Archaeology Society 

Az Rent-A-Man 

Carefree/Cave Creek Chamber Commerce, 480-488-3381 

Carefree Property Services, 480-575-6600 

Cave Creek Welding, Inc. 

City Sun Times 

Cowboy Balladeer Mike Ewing, 602-330-3675  

Desert Awareness Committee 

Desert iNET 480-445-9151 

Desert Rat Forge, 602-509-1543 

Desert Foothills Land Trust, 480-488-6131 

Desert Foothills Library, 480-488-2286 

Desert Foothills Women’s Club  

Desert Storage, 480-488-0555 

Don Fredericks Building, 480-488-2437  

Elrod Fence Co. 

Foothills Focus 

Frontier Town 

Fry’s Kroger’s Community Awards  

Gnosis Media 

 GM Hunt Builders Remodelers, Inc—602-264-1912  

Images Magazine 

    

 Chris Kempster, CFP, CLU, CSA, 480-272-9912 

Kiwanis of Carefree 

 Living Landscapes,  480-488-6350 

Sharon Brening Fine Art (602) 679-8484 

The Mission Chapel, 480-217-8389 

  Robert Grebe, Photographic Restoration and Reproduc-

tions, 602-799-4346 

Sonoran Arts League 

Sonoran News            

Tech4Life, 480-488-0773 

Tonto Bar and Grill, 480-488-0698 

Towns of Carefree and Cave Creek 

True West Magazine 

Vernon Nolte & Son Painters, 480-488-3420 

Vickilyn Hussey, Trendlab  

Wilhelm Automotive, 480-342-7100  

Wynn Realty Brokers, Elka Youngren,480-595-9014 

  Harold’s Cave Creek Corral   

  Helping Hands Graphic Design Marketing,  

   480-389- 9674     

   JH Grass Fed Beef, 602-769-4614 

 

Enjoy the Cave Creek Museum all season long!  
A membership provides the most convenient way to 
enjoy the Cave Creek Museum. It’s easy, for you and 

your guests can come anytime we’re open.  

A membership to the CCM also provides you advanced 
notice of upcoming events, our Nuggets Newsletter and 

special member discounts at our Museum Store. 

To learn more about our Seasonal Memberships go to 
https://cavecreekmuseum.org/membership-in-the-

cave-creek-museum/ 

 

Thank you for remembering the Cave 
Creek Museum  with your end of year  
giving. We are a 501c3 not-for profit  

institution. You can designate the Cave 
Creek Museum with 
the Fry’s Community  

Giving Program  
and on 

Smile.Amazon.com!  

Love Cave Creek Museum?   
Love history, geology,  
archaeology, or art?  

Curious about how museums 
work? Want to learn abut our  
exhibits, collections, programs 
and events?   

The Cave Creek Museum is recruiting  

volunteers for all areas.  

Please call (480) 488-2764  

Or email: remington@cavecreekmuseum.org 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The Horny Toad is our March 2021  

Community Partner!   
Staf f  and board are  thankfu l  for  the Horny Toad ’s  
wonderfu l  support  throughout  the years  and for  

thei r  love of  local  h istory.   
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Cave Creek Mining  
District: Back in the Day  

 

By Charlie Connell, Dream Team 
Leader and Stamp Mill Expert 

   
 

Some Rackensack Mine History 
Arizona Republic 

Monday, April 24, 1933 
Do You Remember, April 24, 1893? 

 
Ed Cave, well-known to all old timers in Phoenix as 
“Old Rackensack,” is again in Phoenix after an        
absence of over 12 years. While here he was a     
miner and a prospector in the Cave Creek area,   
being the discoverer of the once famous Rackensack 
mine and other important claims. For years he had 
been mining in Idaho. 
 
Location: 11 ½ miles N of Cave Creek, on Seven 
Springs Road. 
 

January 1989 
Steinegger & Surprise Claims 1883 to 1898 

 
History The Steinegger and Surprise Claims were 
recorded on this property in 1883 consisting of two 
20 acre claims with a 5 acre mill site on Camp 
Creek. The mine was successfully worked and a   
patent was granted in 1897 to Alexander Steinegger. 
Located in the local Rackensack mine.  
 
The Steinegger family was one of the first to      
homestead in the Phoenix area. It was a one and 
one half day journey by wagon from their homestead 
that was on the corner of 16th street and Washington 
in downtown Phoenix to the mine on Camp Creek.  
The mine workings consisted of a 70 foot incline 
shaft, a 20 foot vertical shaft, a 120 foot tunnel with 
three open cuts at different ends of the veins and two 
wooden structures. A patent for the Steinegger and 
Surprise claim was granted in 1897, but the mine 
flooded with water, making it impossible to continue 
mining. Up until the time of flooding, the ore being 
brought out of the mine consisted of free milling gold 
ore with silver in ta quartz copper matrix. 

 
 

 
 Pictured:  
Copper Ore  
 

 
 
 
 

The picture below shows the same style of wagon as noted 
in this article during the same time period. This picture can 
be found in the museum archives.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Sources: 

The Arizona Republic  

 

 

Have you subscribed to Cave Creek      
Museum’s  

social media pages?  

Follow us for historical content, events, 
Museum updates,  

and more!  

Facebook: Facebook.com/Cave 
CreekMuseum 

Instagram: @CaveCreekMuseum 

YouTube: Youtube.com/
CaveCreekMuseum 
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Shop the  
Museum Store! 

 

Find all new  
jewelry,  
books  

and gift  
ideas. 

 

Desert iNET 
Blazing Fast Internet Service 
 

Refer a neighbor and receive 
One month free service! 
 

Contact Us at: 480-445-9151 
  Technical Support:  Option 1 
  Sales or Billing:       Option 2 
 

Email: info@desertinet.com 
Website: www.desertinet.com 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Jason & Sarah Hope 

Wedding Officiants 
 

Office: 480.217.8389 
 

info@themissionchapel.com 
 

Old Historic Church in Cave Creek, Arizona 
 

6140 E. Skyline Drive, Cave Creek, Arizona 
 

Ask us about our Hot Air Balloon Package 

Est. 2014 
 

The Mission Chapel 
 

Elopement Wedding Chapel 

Your ad could appear here! 
Call the Cave Creek Museum to 

learn more about the benefits of a 
Business Membership! 

Frontier Town  
  

  Gift Shops 
Beautiful Wedding & Party Venue 

Center of Cave Creek 
Arts & Crafts 

Photo Ops with Western Charm 
Free Parking 

(480)-488-9129 
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Join the  
Cave Creek Museum on  

Thursday, March 25th, 2021  
from 11:00 am—8:00 pm  

by eating at our Community 
Partner, The Horny Toad!                            
Bring a copy of the flyer        
available at the Museum 

 or snap a picture of it around 
town to get 20% of your bill  

to be  
donated to the Museum. 

We hope to see you there and are 
thankful for your support. 

Darlene’s Book reviews: The 
Franciscan Frontiersman 
By: Darlene Southern, Museum Store   
Manager 
This is a well-written,                 
informative book regarding the 
contribution made by the 
Spanish priests who set sail 
across the Atlantic to 
"Christianize" the indigenous 
peoples of an unknown       
continent---North America.    
Pious and scholarly, these   
tonsured men are not what 
comes to mind when you         
envision "explorer" and yet 
they mapped and recorded 
Mexico, the  American    
Southwest and the California 
coast while bringing God's 
Word and  salvation to the   
native Indians. The author   
uses the three friars' diaries 
and correspondence as well as vast amounts of field research to 
provide in-depth detail. And yet the book is never overly academic 
and is an enjoyable read.  Robert Kittle does an excellent job of    
objectively and fairly approaching a polarized subject and the         
nuances of the cultural exchange between Spaniards and Native 
peoples.                                                                                                             
I have visited the old missions of San Xavier del Bac and              
Tumacácori twice. The first time was prior to reading Kittle's book---
certainly I was impressed by San Xavier, strikingly intact and glowing 
white in the golden desert, still serving its community daily, and     
Tumacácori, a peaceful ruin.                                                                                                             
After reading Franciscan Frontiersman we made another trip south, 
and this time I was much more emotionally affected, having read the 
words of Fathers Crespi, Garces, and Font. You can't help but     
respond to the priests' struggle with their devotion to God and the 
Pope, their fears, loneliness, doubts and even frustration as they 
attempted to bring to the native people the teachings of the Gospel 
and the salvation of their souls.  And yet these men of God also   
experienced times when they were uplifted by the  kindness and 
faith of the Native Americans, awed by the natural beauty of the 
lands they explored.  
 I’d highly recommend Franciscan Frontiersman: How Three        
Adventurers Chartered the West to  anyone who enjoys history and  
adventure,  particularly of Arizona and the Southwest.  
Author Robert A. Kittle and his wife share their time between their 
homes in Carefree, Arizona and California.  Mr. Kittle is a former 
White House correspondent for for U.S. News & Report magazine 
and long time editorial page editor of the San Diego                       
Union-Tribune. He is an  award-winning journalist with extensive  
experience in national, state and local affairs, regularly provided  
political analysis on PBS's "News Hour with Jim Lehrer" .  


