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OPEN 
 October 1, 2015 through May 29, 2016 

 

Wednesday  –  Sunday 
1:00 to 4:30 p.m. 

Open Fridays 10:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
 

Closed Holidays 
 

480 – 488 – 2764 
 

ADMISSION 
         Adults                      $5 

Seniors                    $3 
Students                  $2 

   Children under 12    Free 

Donations Gratefully Accepted 

6140 Skyline Drive 

Cave Creek, Arizona 

 

Non Profit Org. 

U.S. Postage 

 PAID 
Cave Creek, AZ 85331 

Permit No. 7 

Cave Creek Museum, Inc. 

6140 E Skyline Drive 

PO Box 1, Cave Creek, AZ 85327 

Don’t  miss our outdoor exhibits:        

           ranch tools,  

              stamp mill 

                 mining arrastre,  

                   historic church,  

                   and tubercular cabin 

Make History !   Join the Cave Creek Museum 
 

All memberships include a ten percent discount in the Museum Store,  

free entry to the Museum with membership card, and monthly newsletters.  
 

For membership, volunteer opportunities or other Museum information,  

 call 480-488-2764 or  Email:  info@cavecreekmuseum.com  

   Visit the Museum Website at : www.cavecreekmuseum.org 

 

The Mission of the Cave Creek Museum is to preserve the artifacts of the prehistory, history, culture and legacy of 

the Cave Creek/Carefree foothills area through education, research, and interpretative exhibits.  

Copyright  Cave Creek Museum Nuggets  2015 

WHO’S ON BOARD  
 

Contact any of the following Board Directors with your comments and ideas to make the Museum even better! 
                   Evelyn Johnson, Executive Director;   Karen Friend, Administrative Tech Support;   Nicole Honga, Administrative Assistant  

President: 

Ron Roberts  

RonR0923@gmail.com 
 

Vice President: 

Howard Beastall  

rbeastall@cox.net 
 

Treasurer: 

Pam DiPietro 

foothillsfoodbank@gmail.com 

Assistant Treasurer: 

Evelyn Holbrook 

eholbrook@ccusd93.org 
 

Recording Secretary: 

Gregg Clancy  
greggstrawberryfields@gmail.com 
 

Board: 

Sue Beastall 

suebeastall@cox.net 
 

Paige Coniglio 
desertbeginnings2013@gmail.com 
 

Paul Meredith 

psm5908@cox.net 
 

 

Sue Mueller  

azsuemueller@gmail.com 
 

Mark T. Muller 

Mullerm1@msn.com 
 

Linda Pierce 

linda@davepierce.com 
 

Darlene Southern 

dbs959@aol.com  
 

RitaTreat 

rktreat@gmail.com 

Evelyn Johnson, Executive Director;  Karen Friend, Administrative Support Staff; Stephanie Bradley, Nuggets newsletter Editor 
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As always, your membership supports collections,  

preservation and educational programming.  

Thank you. 

Collections Team 

Comes Out of 

Closet! 
 

At the May Annual Meet-

ing, (pictured left to right) 
Judith Hatsell, Ardis Me-

duna, Gwen Harwood, Carol Caldwell (chair) and Nancy Zeno 
were recognized for all their hard work and professional achieve-

ments in advancing the Collections Area of the Museum.  

By Stephanie Bradley 
 

O 
NE HEARS of the “simple 

life” of the cowboy. Who 

knew how exquisitely detailed 

and beautifully crafted the prac-

tical wares of the cowboy could 

be? One thinks of a saddle, bri-

dle and a can of beans, but our 

exhibit shows far more than that.  
 

Created by saddle collector 

Michael Quaintance, who also graciously loaned most 

of the exhibit items, the display shows the variety in design 

of saddles, chaps, and other essentials for life on the range. 
 

Saddles have undergone many refinements over the years 

as the needs of riders changed. Cowboys needed to rope 

and gather cows and break colts. The saddles on display 

show a number of different designs, crafted by a number of 

well known and respected saddle makers, with work dat-

ing from the 1800s to the 1940s. 
 

Framed pictures enhance and illustrate the use of the 

items on exhibit. For example, one picture shows a horse 

without a conventional bridle. Instead, it is being directed 

by a hackamore, a braided rope, made from strips of 

leather with a beveled edge so that the rope will lay flat. 

(Continued on page 8) 

 
 

Something for the Whole Family:  
Sunday, October 4—1:30 to 3:00 p.m. 

Our Desert Animal Neighbors 

Kids and their folks learn about desert animals - 

where they live, what they eat, and how to identify 

their tracks and scat. Try your hand at 

identifying ‘who goes there’ at night!  

The program is free, but registration is  

required: 480-488-2764. 
 

Something For All: 
Saturday, October 10-10:30 to 11:00 a.m. 

Stamp Mill Runs 

Hear the rumble! Hear the roar as the 

powerful ore crushing machine is put to work. 

Something For Adults: 
Saturday, October 10—2:00 to 2:30 p.m. 

Growing Up in Cave Creek  

with Ron Roberts 

Today the roads are paved. Stop signs and 

signal lights control the flow of the flood of cars and 

people who have made the Cave Creek area grow.  
 

But what was it like to be a boy in the 1960s when 

the population was sparse and the tiny town was re-

mote from Phoenix and Scottsdale?   
 

Museum President Ron Roberts came to Cave Creek 

as a four-year-old boy. Join us for a nostalgic, possibly 

naughty tour of the past with Ron, who notes that 

skipping school meant playing and hiding out in the 

desert. Free for members; $5 for non-members. 
 

Something For Adults Looking to Relax: 
Wednesday, October 21—6:00 to 8:00 p.m. 

Vino and Canvas 

No talent required, just enthusiasm to create your 

own work of Southwest art!  

All materials are provided, including libations.  

Tickets are $35, with $15 being donated  

to the museum.  

Register on-line at vinoandcanvas.com. 
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W 
ELCOME TO THE 2015-2016 SEASON at the Cave 

Creek Museum. I am honored and humbled to be 

the President of our museum and look forward to contrib-

uting to its ongoing success. As usual, we are looking for-

ward to seeing our returning visitors, volunteers and 

members. Cave Creek, and the Desert Foothills area, still 

see many seasonal residents, and the months are fast ap-

proaching that bring them here, along with the many tour-

ists the great State of Arizona, and our area, attracts. 
 

There will be many new experiences at the museum begin-

ning with the new displays, including our always interesting 

Archaeological wing and an updated Pioneer wing. That is 

as much as I’m going to say about the many new things to 

see. Instead, I invite you to visit. If you’ve been here before 

we want you to return and, bring a friend. In fact we’d like 

you, our members, to assist us in increasing our commu-

nity exposure and growing our membership. It is obvious 

our members appreciate their Cave Creek Museum and 

it’s mission (To preserve the artifacts of the pre-history, culture 

and legacy of the Cave Creek/Carefree foothills areas through 

education, research and interpretive exhibits) so our members 

are the perfect ambassadors.  
 

September 26 brings back ‘Museum Day Live,’ hosted by 

the Smithsonian Magazine, from 1:00 to 4:30 p.m. Admis-

sion is free with a Museum Day Live ticket, which may be 

obtained by registering at www.Smithsonian.com. On Oc-

tober 1, the museum opens for the season and October 

10 brings the first of our ‘History Highlights’ series with 

Growing Up In Cave Creek. These are free to our 

members and only $5 for non-members. Keep your eye 

on our on-line calendar and future newsletters as these 

presentations will occur each month through May.  
 

November 10 is our annual Miners’ Dinner fundraiser at 

the museum. If you haven’t attended one of these previ-

ously, you don’t want to miss this one. Demonstrations, 

food, drink and music all contribute to the fun. And this is 

just the beginning. 
 

Finally, I’d also like you to reach out to those you know 

who might have history, or an interest in the history of 

Cave Creek, Carefree and the Desert Foothills area. We 

want stories, photographs, historic items, artifacts and 

memorabilia that will serve to preserve our local history. 

As days and years pass, so do lives, and with them history. 

Help us preserve it for all. 

Ron Roberts  

Museum President 

E 
ACH YEAR AS JUNE 1 APPROACHES, people often ask 

me ‘what are you going to do with all your free time 

since the museum is closed?’ I explain that even though 

the front doors are locked there is more activity going on 

than during the visitor season. They usually look puzzled 

until I explain that this is the time that we make new ex-

hibits and plan events and programming for the rest of 

the season. This year I did take time away from the mu-

seum (June and July) – but that does not mean that there 

was any less work being done. Each time I popped into 

the museum, I would be shocked at the changes taking 

place. I wish I could take time lapse photography to show 

you what I mean. Instead, you get to experience the 

changes in one grand entry. I can tell you that some ex-

hibit cases moved to one spot, then another and finally 

back to their original location. You will be amazed – I 

hope! All of this could not be accomplished without an 

awesome team of volunteers. 
 

While the dog days of summer seemed to never end, an-

other group was planning events and programming that 

you have requested. Be sure to check out our calendar of 

events and make note of those offerings that are of inter-

est to you so you don’t miss them. I’m definitely signing 

up for the ‘Vino & Canvas’: I can drink wine even if I can’t 

paint but who knows? A glass of wine might be just what I 

need to be able to paint. Of course you might like the 

kokedame class too. In the event that you don’t know 

what this is I’ll give you a hint; it involves dirt and a plant. 
 

All the programs are not set yet so be sure to check the 

website for up-to-date info. We welcome a new web 

princess, Jennifer Altoff, who has given the website 

some updates, added pictures and is trying to make things 

easier for you, the user. If you have a suggestion, please 

let me know. We have already implemented two sugges-

tions from users to make it better. 

We are off to a great start for the 46th season of sharing 

our rich history with residents and visitors. We are al-

ways looking for new volunteers so if you know someone 

who would enjoy what we do at the 

museum, I will be happy to contact 

them to invite them to be an active 

part of history making today. 

Evelyn Johnson 

Executive Director 
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Arizona Public Service 

Company 
 

A Subsidiary of Pinnacle West 

Capital Corporation 
 

602-250-4600 
 

http://www.aps.com 

Doug Gyder, Manager 

 

 

PUBLIC RELATIONS 
 

Susan  
Kern-Fleischer 

 

4 West Behrend Drive 
Phoenix, AZ 85027 

 

602.810.1404 
623.869.7736 fax 

suekern@gmail.com 

 

 

Enjoy free admissions to such venues as the Heard Mu-

seum, Phoenix Art Museum and, of course, the 

Cave Creek Museum!  
 

Passes, good for seven days for two people, are 

available at local public libraries, including the Desert 

Foothills Library. 
 

To see a full listing of FREE attractions and more, visit: 

www.theculturepass.org.  
 

 

   Thanks to the sponsors, including the Virginia G. Piper Charitable 

Trust and Macy’s, for promoting the program. 

 

 

 

 

LINDA BUDGE ANIMAL ARTIST 
 

480-595-9985  
 

linda@lindabudge.com  www.lindabudge.com 

 

http://www.Smithsonian.com
http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=free+clip+art+desert+streets&qs=n&form=QBIR&pq=free+clip+art+desert+streets&sc=0-21&sp=-1&sk=
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    DISPOSAL 

   480-515-4300 

                FAST & RELIABLE SERVICE 
                          fax: 480-515-1816 

M u s e u m  H a u n t i n g s  
 

The Museum Ghost is baa-aack.  
 

She says:  
 

What a racket all summer long with vol-

unteers painting, moving exhibits, clean-

ing cases. I will be glad to have visitors 
back for some peace and quiet! 

 

Visit our ghost on twitter: 
 

twitter.com/cavecreekghost 

        

Shop 

the Museum Store  
 

BooksJewelryGifts 
 

open during Museum hours 

What a gem of a store! 

  

Find all new jewelry 
and gift ideas—like the 

new Cave Creek -
Carefree History book! 

C ave  C reek R esi dent  

480-585-5115  

www. jack hallam.com 
Tatum & Dynamite at Tatum Ranch 

 

Travel back in time! Your Travel back in time! Your Travel back in time! Your 
copy of copy of copy of Cave Creek and Care-Cave Creek and Care-Cave Creek and Care-
freefreefree   is waiting for you in the is waiting for you in the is waiting for you in the 
Museum Store. Museum Store. Museum Store.    

 

Please! 

Add the Museum to your 

thoughtful donations! 

 

 

                    JAY NOLTE 

  

 
 

 VERNON NOLTE AND SON 
  CUSTOM PAINTING L.L.C.                           ROC 131235 RES 

                                                                            ROC 176069 COM 

 
  P.O.  BOX 1365 CAREFREE, AZ 85377 

  (480) 488-3420                        FAX (480)  488-3431 
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W 
HEN I MARRIED my late husband Bill Metcalfe on No-

vember 2, 1960, I abandoned the Midwest and 

came to Cave Creek to live. The ink was hardly dry on our 

marriage certificate when he gave me all the survival in-

structions I would need for desert living.  
 

First, I was to shake out clothes and especially my shoes 

before I put them on, in case scorpions or other bugs got 

in them. It helps to keep a spick and span house, as I have 

only seen three scorpions since I moved here 55 years ago.  
 

Second, I was to look down when going out the door, as 

rattlesnakes like thresholds. I had one snake try to get in. 

All he did was crawl under the door jamb where I kept an 

eye on him until he gave up and crawled away.  
 

Thirdly, while I have written about Cath-

erine Jones in the past, I will re-state Bill’s 

warning about going out Spur Cross Road: 

‘Watch for the rooster tail of dust filling 

the air.’ That was the tell-tale sign that 

Catherine Jones who, in her mind, owned 

the road. After all,  she had been traveling it for decades. If 

I saw a dust plume I quickly pulled off the road. Nothing 

was paved out here. Roads were all gravel, including Care-

free except for two lanes on Cave Creek Road. (The other 

two lanes were paved on in the spring of 1970.) 
 

And finally, of course, don’t waste water. 
 

All of these lessons are as true today as they were “back 

then”—except for Catherine Jones’s driving. (Though there 

are plenty of other erratic drivers to take her place!) 
 

I do miss that little town of 500 people that existed when I 

first came. They were all my friends. If I was good enough 

for Bill Metcalfe, I was deemed good enough for them. I am 

so glad I got in on the last few years of OLD Cave Creek, 

before the population grew. It was wonderful! 

Beverly Metcalfe Brooks 

 

Editor’s Note: Bev’s lessons are a re-

minder for even long-time residents, as 

I count myself to be. In August we had a 

rattlesnake in the garage, which my hus-

band Steve humanely relocated. The 

next day Steve noticed a tiny coil, a 

baby rattler. He gave it a new home. A 

week later, as we returned from the airport with guests 

from India, snoozing on the garage welcome mat was an 

unwelcome guest, another rattlesnake baby. Three more 

appeared later, all in new homes.--Stephanie Bradley 

 

W 
E LAUNCH THIS YEAR’S “Artifact of the Month” ex-

hibit with this sturdy pottery jug made in the style 

identified as “obliterated corrugated,” which refers to the 

exterior texture almost certainly crafted by using coil con-

struction. Remember grade school art classes when you 

rolled out “worms” of clay then wound them around to 

create an object? The coil technique used by the Ancestral 

Pueblo People is a refinement of that, with the craftsper-

son “obliterating” obvious signs of coiling, sometimes 

bringing the pot to a slick smoothness or—as in the case 

of this piece—to an interesting texture.  
 

The inside of the vessel has also been 

smoothed, either with moistened fingers or a 

small polishing stone. 
 

Note the handle of the jug. Though simple, it 

shows an elegance with its three coiled loops 

that form its shape. The delicate fluting of the 

mouth of the jug, the graduated swelling from 

the neck, are aesthetically appealing even though the pot is 

unadorned by paint or incisement. 
 

This piece is part of a large collection of artifacts given by the 

Heckel family to the Cave Creek Museum in 1980.  
 

At that time it was identified as “Ancestral Pueblo; AD 1200-

Present; Jeddito Plain Ware Corrugated.” Recently, how-

ever, the pottery was re-examined. It did not appear to be 

Jeddito. A photo was sent to a J. Scott Wood, archeologist 

and pottery expert, who believes the piece is more proba-

bly “late 1200s Tusayan Corrugated.” He notes that most 

Jeddito pottery is a “bright yellow to almost orange 

through and through. The yellowish parts of this 

pot look more like soil staining.” 
 

This illustrates that while archaeology is a study of 

the past through material remains, it does not 

mean the discipline is stagnant. As we learn more 

about the ancient people of the Southwest, we 

can apply that knowledge to the interpretation of 

the material objects they have left behind. 

Y E S T E R Y E A R  Y E S T E R Y E A R
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T 
HE DESERT FOOTHILLS has lost 

her historical doyenne. Mrs. Frances C. Carlson, 

author of Cave Creek and Carefree, A History of the Desert 

Foothills, passed on June 24, 2015. Her book, published in 

1988, is the definitive resource for anyone interested in 

Cave Creek or Carefree history from the canal-building, 

prehistoric Hohokam to the ingenious Carefree devel-

oper’s Tom Darlington and K.T. Palmer in the 1960s. 
 

One issue in Carlson’s book remained unanswered, and 

that was the source of the name of Cave Creek’s first 

post office, called Overton. The first permanent Anglo 

settlers in the area were Jeriah and Amanda 

Wood. They settled near the creek, named 

Cave Creek by the U.S. Army in 1866, near 

today’s Rancho Manaña Golf Resort. The cou-

ple established Cave Creek Station in 1877 and 

by 1880 the first post office in the area was 

operating. Mrs. Carlson states in chapter three, 

“Jeriah Wood’s little station began to take on a 

busy, prosperous air…he supplied the needs of passing 

travelers and sold beef and milk to the nearby [mining] 

camps. In the fall of 1880, his station became a post office 

and he took on the duty of postmaster. For reasons lost 

to history, this first post office at Cave Creek Station 

was named Overton.” 
 

I have a hypothesis which may solve this enigma. It in-

volves the fact Cave Creek Station was in an area replete 

with an abundance of Hohokam artifacts and irrigation 

canals (ditches) according to today’s archaeologists. It in-

volves one of the entrepreneurial founders of the towns 

of Phoenix and Cave Creek, William B. Hellings. And fi-

nally, it involves an Arizona county that no 

longer exists. Let’s put the puzzle together. 
 

Think of the shape of the state of Nevada. 

As it tapers to a southern point, most of 

which is now called Clark County, includes a 

town called Overton (and also includes the 

entertainment mecca of Las Vegas). Over-

ton, Nevada (north of Lake Mead) was settled in 1869. In 

the 1880s it was the location of the only store in the area 

called Moapa Valley; it was also the location of a plethora 

of ancient Native American artifacts and petroglyphs. In 

Overton today, one may find the “Lost City Museum.” 

The museum’s emphasis is on the Native Americans who 

thrived in the area from A.D. 300 to A.D. 1200; archae-

ologists now identify the group as Ancestral Puebloans 

(formally Anasazi). This situation sounds strikingly similar 

to Cave Creek Station. Could 

there be a correlation? Overton 

was in Nevada, or was it? 
 

Originally, Overton was in Arizona! Almost the 

entire southern “tip” of Nevada was a part of 

Arizona; now called the “Lost County.” Pah-

Ute (Paiute) County, as it was known, existed 

from 1865 until 1871. When the United States 

Congress approved legislation to transfer this property to 

Nevada there was an Arizona firestorm of contention, 

albeit fruitless. I would suggest that Jeriah and Amanda 

Wood became aware of this area, including Overton, from 

the knowledgeable and influential William B. Hellings. 
 

Mr. Hellings owned and farmed two sections of 

land near the Salt River. He eventually built an 

extremely prosperous flour mill; this area, just a 

few miles from the original Phoenix town site, 

became known as Mill City. In 1873, Mr. Hellings 

hired 50 men to build Cave Creek Road and 

started purchasing mines in the Cave Creek 

area. One mine was called Continental Mine, and 

is the namesake of Continental Mountain. Mrs. Carlson 

tells us he intended to establish Cave Creek Station, but 

he didn’t. Did he communicate with Jeriah and Amanda 

Wood and influence them to move forward with this 

idea? I believe he did because his neighbor in Phoenix was 

Josiah Wood, Jeriah’s brother. Did they discuss the “Lost 

County” and Overton’s similarities to Cave Creek Sta-

tion?  It would be quite a coincidence if they didn’t. I 

guess we’ll never really know. 
 

Thanks to the Cave Creek Museum, the history of Cave 

Creek Station, the Overton post office, and Mrs. Carl-

son’s invaluable legacy will be preserved in perpetuity for 

appreciative future generations. Mrs. Frances C. Carlson 

was a first-class historian, and always, gave her stamp-of-

approval to the Cave Creek Museum. 

Kraig Nelson, docent 
This article by Kraig won Peak magazine’s “Write Stuff” contest. 

 

  

F 
RAN CARLSON, author of Cave Creek and Carefree, 

Arizona, passed away June 24, shortly after the death 

of her husband. Despite the early loss of her father and 

the Great Depression, she and her siblings graduated from 

college. Fran married her wartime sweetheart Duane in 

1946. After he retired, they moved to Arizona. Fran be-

came active in local historical societies, pub-

lished numerous magazine articles, and 

worked as a historical researcher. Her area 

history book is still used in docent training.  
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Paul Diefenderfer presented Tom 

Kelley with his “mill man” certifi-

cate to run the stamp mill.  

New Board members Mark Muller, Darlene Southern, Linda 

Pierce, Paul Meredith, Paige Coniglio and Rita Treat, ready to 

Paige Coniglio used cowboy boots as vases for  

beautiful rose arrangements. 

Deb Peterson and Ruth Hood enjoy the 

festivities. 

Linda Pierce and Kraig 

Nelson catching up. 

Can’t wait to taste the 

treats! Thanks to all the 

bakers for a sumptuous 

afternoon of caloric 

splendor! 

New web mistress Jennifer Althoff 

meets Carol Caldwell and  

Sue Beastall.  

Jane Heidel and Karen Friend celebrate 

another great year at the museum. 

John and Geri Voss, 

longtime volunteers. Sharron Cooper, Judi Smith and Sue Willer 

can hardly decide which treat to try. 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=post+office+sign&view=detailv2&&id=8B1A8E71A894E4C10EE32D31A897627DD0BE7F46&selectedIndex=0&ccid=D%2bTcBfYC&simid=608020692389596898&thid=JN.n%2fk11wfpRB5ccFoRPa3Y9A
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The hackamore was a gentler introduction for horses learning 

to be controlled by a rider. Some horses responded so well 

that they didn’t need to transition to a conventional bridle and 

bit. A hackamore, woven by an anonymous cowboy, is available 

for your inspection and appreciation. 
 

Another braided item, also woven by cowboys on the range, is 

a set of hobbles on the Porter saddle. Their use is demon-

strated in the nearby art work. Out on the range, trees are 

sparse so there is no ready place to tie up horses. These hob-

bles allowed horses to rest and graze but the constraint de-

terred their escape. 
 

Our thanks to Michael Quaintance and Kyran Quaintance for 

their efforts in making this outstanding exhibit and “Saddle Up,” 

the accompanying exhibit in the Pioneer Wing featuring Euro-

pean saddles. The West wouldn’t be the West without our 

cowboy heritage. Here in the Cave Creek area, that heritage is 

every bit as true. 
 

Whether you saddle up regularly or know about the cowboy 

life from old westerns, this exhibit has an array of fascinating 

detail about the accoutrements of cowboys. Pictures relate to 

the physical exhibits.  

 

(Amazing cowboys continued from page 1) 

MEET OUR PARTNERS 
 

Y OUR MEMBERSHIP gives you even more! In addi-

tion to free admission and ten percent discount 

at the Museum Store, the following Museums will 

honor your membership card with the same privilege: 
 

 Rim Country Museum & Zane Grey Cabin, Payson  

 River of Time Museum, Fountain Hills  

 Rosson House Museum, Phoenix  

 Superstition Mountain Museum, Apache Junction 

Cave Creek Museum + 97371 + Fry’s= 

Donations 
 

THE MUSEUM IS NOW PART of Fry’s Community 

Rewards program. Enrolling is easy and will bring cash 

back to the museum each time you shop. 

To enroll: 
Go to http://www.frysfood.com/ 

Select ‘Register’ to create an account. Under Sign-

In information, enter your email and create a pass-

word.  Follow other sign-in prompts.  

OR, if you have an account, just go directly to it.  

Once in your account, register for the Fry’s 

Community Rewards by clicking “community” 

from the menu tab 

Under ‘Find Your Organization,’ Enter 97371 or 

Cave Creek Museum then select ‘search’.  

Then select ‘save changes’. 

If you have registered correctly, you should now 

see the museum listed under ‘Community Rewards’ 

on your Account Summary page. 

Sue Beastall, Ann Engdahl and Margie Olson had a 

rousing time at last year’s Miners’ Dinner  

and are ‘raring to go’  at this year’s! Join them! 

Michael Quaintance swabs the deck last summer in  

preparation for the AmAZing Cowboys exhibit. 
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APS — Arizona Public Service 

Area Disposal,  480-515-4300 

Arizona Archaeology Society 
 

   Carefree/Cave Creek Chamber  

                       Commerce, 480-488-3381 

                  Carefree Dentists, 480-488-9735  

Carefree Property Services, 480-575-6600 

Cave Creek Merchants and Events Association 

City Sun Times 
 

Desert Awareness Committee 

Desert Rat Forge, 602-509-1543 

Desert Foothills Land Trust, 480-488-6131 

Desert Foothills Library, 480-488-2286 

Desert Storage, 480-488-0555 

Don Fredericks Building, 480-488-2437 
 

Elrod Fence Co. 

Foothills Focus 

Frontier Town 

Harold’s Cave Creek Corral  
Helping Hands Graphic Design Marketing, 480-389-9674 

Jack Hallam at State Farm Insurance, 480-585-5115 

Images Magazine 
 

 

Chris Kempster, CFP, CLU, CSA,  

        480-272-9912 

    Sue Kern, SKF Communications 

          602-810-1404 

                               Kiwanis of Carefree 
 

Lazy Lizard, 480-488-6505 

Linda Budge, Animal Artist, 480-595-9985 

Living Landscapes,  480-488-6350 
 

A Peek at the Peak Magazine 
 

 Safeway Stores, Inc. 

Sonoran Arts League 

Sonoran News 

State Farm Bill Mulliniks, 480-488-1152 

Sue Beastall, Therapist, 602-230-5341 
 

Tech4Life 

Tonto Bar and Grill, 480-488-0698 

Towns of Carefree and Cave Creek 
True West Magazine 

Vernon Nolte & Son Painters, 480-488-3420 
 

Wilhelm Automotive, 480-342-7100  

Thanks to Our  

Business Partners 

The Archaeology Collection's Dynamic 

Duo---Nancy Zeno and Sue Mueller---

dismantling displays in preparation for 

new ones.   

Artifacts on 

display? No, 

they are Tom 

Rimes, Wes 

Cooper, and 

Paul Diefender-

fer. Charlie 

Connell 

snapped the 

photo. The four 

cleared old 

displays to 

make way for 

the new.  

Left to right: Roger Dexter, Mark Muller, 

Howard Beastall, Ron Roberts preparing 

exhibit drawers  

What door? A solid wall takes shape in 

the Mini-Wing thanks to Tom Kelley, 

Wes Cooper, and Tom Rimes. 

Carol Caldwell gives the white glove 

treatment to collection items. 

Is this the way to wash our clothes? 

Cinder Evelyn mopping 

the store. 

https://www.frysfood.com/
https://www.facebook.com/cavecreekmuseum/photos/a.265240010824.146213.141673520824/10152819405290825/?type=1
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Did you know?…. 
 

This and back issues of “Nuggets” 

newsletters are available  

on our website:  
 

www.cavecreekmuseum.com 

SMILE .AMAZON .COM  
 

C 
AVE CREEK MUSEUM is now registered with AmazonSmile, an Amazon pro-

gram that donates .05% of the purchase price of eligible products to us!  
 

AmazonSmile is the same Amazon you know: Same products, 

prices, and service. Support the Museum by starting your shop-

ping at smile.amazon.com. 

DATE TIME EVENT DATE TIME EVENT

15 4:30-8:30 History Dinner at Harold's 1 All Day Museum Closed for New Years

26 1:00-4:30 Smithsonian Museum Day 2 1:00-4:30 Museum Open Regular Hours

3 1:30-3:00 Family Workshop - Cave Creek Pioneers

9 2:00-3:30 History Highlights - Az's Greatest Battle

DATE TIME EVENT 17 2:00-2:30 Stamp Mill Operating

1 1:00-4:30 Museum Re-opens 23 9:00-4:00 Antique Appraisal Day

4 1:30-3:00 Family Workshop - Desert Animals

10 2:00-3:30 History Highlights - Growing up in Cave Creek

10 10:30-11:00 Stamp Mill Operating DATE TIME EVENT

14 5:00-10:00 The Taste of Cave Creek 7 1:30-3:00 Family Workshop - Valentines

15 5:00-10:00 The Taste of Cave Creek 13 10:30-11:00 Stamp Mill Operating

21 TBD Vino & Canvas 13 2:00-3:30 History Highlights - Flora & Fauna

17 6:30-8:00pm For the Love of...Technology

DATE TIME EVENT

1 1:30-3:00 Family Workshop - Gold Fever DATE TIME EVENT

6-8 Wild West Days 6 10:00-4:00 Home Tour

10 4:30-9:00 Miner's Dinner 6 1:30-3:00 Family Workshop - Weaving & Quilting

14 2:00-3:30 History Highlights- Get your cowboy on! 12 9:00-3:30 Spur Cross Fair

15 2:00-2:30 Stamp Mill Operating 12 3:00-4:30 History Highlights - The Boulders aren't Boulders

26 All Day Museum Closed for Thanksgiving 13-20 Bike Week

27 10:00-4:30 Museum Open on Black Friday 20 2:00-2:30 Stamp Mill Operating

DATE TIME EVENT DATE TIME EVENT

6 1:00-4:00 Cowboy Christmas 3 1:30-3:00 Family Workshop - Calligraphy

12 10:30–11:00 Stamp Mill Operating 9 10:30-11:00 Stamp Mill Operating

12 2:00-3:30 History Hightlights - Gold Fever 9 2:00-3:30 History Highlights - What the Flock!

25 All Day Museum Closed for Christmas 10 4:00-7:00 Spaghetti Dinner

26 1:00-4:30 Museum Open Regular Hours

DATE TIME EVENT

1 1:30-3:00 Family Workshop - Hodge Podge

14 2:00-3:30 History Highlights - It's a Dry Heat

15 2:00-2:30 Stamp Mill Operating

30 Museum Closed for Summer

**Events are subject to change. Please visit

 www.CaveCreekMuseum.org/event-list 

or call (480) 488-2764 for the most up to date 

information.

SEPTEMBER

DECEMBER

JANUARY

APRIL

NOVEMBER

MAY

OCTOBER

FEBRUARY

MARCH

Please note: Events are subject to change. 
 

For most up-to-date information,  

call 480-488-2764,  

check the “Nuggets” Newsletter or visit the Museum’s 

website: www.cavecreekmuseum.org   

 

Stamp Mill Run Dates 

October 10: 10:30 a.m. 

November 15: 2:00 p.m. 

December 12: 10:30 a.m. 

January 17 @ 2:00 p.m. 

February 13: 10:30 a.m. 

March 20: 2:00 p.m. 

April 9: 10:30 a.m. 

May 15: 2:00 p.m. 

6:00-8:00 
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Plan to gather all the generations in your  

family for a fascinating array of free hands-on 

‘Family Workshops’ guaranteed to spark  

interest, educate and entertain! 
 

Sunday, October 4 

Our Desert Animal Neighbors 

Learn about desert animals - where they 

live, what they eat, and how to identify 

their tracks and scat. Try your hand at 

identifying ‘who goes there’ at night. 
 

Sunday, November 1 

Gold Fever 

Get “gold fever!” Discover what it took to mine for gold 

in the nearby hills by mining chocolate chip cookies. Use 

your “chips” to buy supplies from your gold exchange. 

You even get to eat your earnings at the end of the event! 
 

Sunday, December 6 

Holiday Party 

Join us as Gary, Arizona’s Singing Cowboy, and his trusty 

horse, Dusty, entertain at this joyous holiday party. Before 

Gary and Dusty perform at 2:30 p.m., discover what tradi-

tions were part of the holiday season in early Cave Creek. 

Try your hand at gold panning! And, of course, plan on 

cookie decorating! Note time: From 1:00 to 4:00 p.m. 
 

Sunday, January 3 

Our Pioneer Ancestors 

Join us for bread  and butter making to celebrate the life 

of the pioneers in Cave Creek at the turn of the century. 

Discover how they were the REAL recyclers by weaving 

rugs, and playing games from yester-year. Add a new (old) 

game to your family evenings. 
 

Sunday, February 7 

Happy Birthday Arizona 

Who doesn’t like to PARTY? Come celebrate the birthday 

of Arizona and Valentine’s Day. Make your own special 

valentines, and taste some treats from the early 1900s that 

are still popular today.  

Sunday, March 6 

What the Ladies Did 

Discover what yarn and plastic bags can become. Unlock 

the mysteries of using textiles for creating that perfect 

picture or something to warm you on cold days. Make 

your own quilt block and watch thread 

become lace by lace makers.  
 

Sunday, April 3 

The Beauty in Letters 

Have you ever looked at beautiful hand-

writing and wanted to learn how to 

make those letters? Here’s your chance 

to put your pen to paper and create a masterpiece just in 

time to create a card for Mother’s Day.  
 

Sunday, May 1 

Creating Art 

Hodge-Podge: Create something artistic and uniquely you 

from craft supplies not used up during the season. Dis-

cover the creative side of you! 
 

All ages welcome. All but Holiday Party run from 1:30 to 3:00 

p.m. These afternoon Family Workshops are hands-on activi-

ties, so please make reservations to be sure supplies are plenti-

ful for all family members to enjoy.  
 

Register by calling 480-488-2764 or online at 

www.cavecreekmuseum.org. 

LOOK AHEAD TO A YEAR OF FREE FAMILY FUN!LOOK AHEAD TO A YEAR OF FREE FAMILY FUN!   

~A~AWARDWARD--WWINNINGINNING  WWRITERSRITERS~~  

DDEJAEJA  VVUU  
 

F 
OR THE SECOND YEAR IN A ROW, WE EXTEND Congratu-

lations to both Nuggets columnist Kraig Nelson and 

Nuggets Editor Stephanie Bradley who were recently rec-

ognized for their writing skills by the online Peak magazine.  

 

Kraig was adjudged Winner 2015 for the “Seeing 

and Doing” category and Stephanie for her poem in 

the “What’s Worth Preserving” category. 

Fran  Barbano, owner of 

the Carefree Enterprise 

magazine, donated boxes 

of old photos to the mu-

seum. Volunteers Sue 

Willer and Stephanie 

Bradley are taking many 

walks down Memory 

Lane, organizing them. 

Marc Peagler, owner of 

Frontier Town notes that 

the “old West” styled bank, opened in the early 1990s, was robbed 

before it was opened! 

http://www.cavecreekmuseum.org
http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=free+clip+art+writing+a+letter&view=detailv2&&id=9381835CB77D803D6C03A8E4B4263D5FD7DB7113&selectedIndex=26&ccid=coaa0Lce&simid=608002455958651042&thid=JN.PvDYJXfN35GAVRrbkVk65A

